








Nagra phono preamplifiers

Nagra VPS

Nagra BPS

- Nagra BPS: solid state compact preamplifier

- Nagra VPS: valve preamplifier

- Modular, highly configurable input boards for
optimal load-matching to any MC or MM cartridge

- New, custom input transformers made by Nagra

- Dead-quiet operation: external power supply (VPS) and
battery powered (BPS)

Nagra USA, 32 years at your service Tel. 800 813-1663

its Measure and Listen options, and
much preferred Listen. | made the
same comparison with the CX-7eM",
and although I once again preferred
Listen, this time the preference was not
as great. The main difference in sound
was that the Measure setting sounded
brighter, more forward—but by no
means unpleasant. Overall, I preferred
the more “refined” sound of the Listen
setting, but I can imagine that in some
systems Measure might be preferable.
At least you have the option.

Should You Upgrade? Because
upgrading the CX-7c to MP status re-
quires hardware changes, the unit must
be returned to the factory. The CX-5¢
MP update—which, in addition to the
firmware change, includes a full check-
out and adjustment of laser alignment,
if necessary—costs $200, whereas the
cost of the CX-7e MP update, which
includes all that plus the hardware
changes, varies from $250 to $900 (the
latter only for some very early units).
I'd say the money is extremely well
spent, and 1 urge every CX-7 and CX
7e owner to get in touch with his or her
local Ayre dealer to arr: ange the update.
The price of a new CX-7¢ with the MP
filters remains at $3500, and the addi-

tion of the MP filter options make it an
even better I)H}’. =Robert Deutsch

Nagra BPS phono preamplifier
Even after switching to Krell's FBI
integrated amplifier, I've hung on to
my Audible Illusions Modulus 3a pre-
amplifier so that I could keep using
the latter's moving-coil phono sec-
tion, designed by _]nhn Curl and long
lauded as the model’s strong suit. But
Michael Fremer’s review of Nagra's
BPS battery- -powered phono pre ampli-
fier ($2400), in the June 2009 “Analog
Corner,” stoked my curiosity, so I re-
quested a review sample. Then, mid-
way through listening to the Nagra, |
overhauled my ;llllli“_{ gear, and so was
able to gauge it w ith stuff old (VPI
HW-19 MKIV turntable and MW
Memorial tonearm, Clearaudio Vic-
tory H cartridge) and new (VPI Clas-
sic "table with updated JMW arm, Lyra
Argo i cartridge). The improvement in
both setups was substantial.

Michael praised the Nagra BPS's
“sharp, clean, exciting transients, its
tight, dynamic bass, and its “so clean”
lugh\—thnm*h he added that, if linked









