SPOTLIGHT SYSTEM EEEEEEEE

Beauty and the Feast

Feed your hungry eyes and ears on an attractively entertaining meal
of lean on-wall speakers and tender, choice electronics.

BY DARRYL WILKINSON

He may be a born-
and-bred speaker man,
but editor-at-large Darryl
Wilkinson was equally
impressed with this sys-
tem's electronics.

Whether by nature or nurture,
I'm a speaker guy. I'm more capti-
vated by speakers than any of the
associated electronics in a home
theater system. As a result of this
singular infatuation, I've always
believed, as a general rule of thumb,
that you should allocate at least half
of the total cost of the audio portion
of your system to the speakers. |
don’t know why the math seems to

work out that way, but, in my mind,
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it just does. So what am I to make of

a system in which the Primare elec-
tronics cost twice as much as the
Sequence/REL speaker package?
The skeptic in me says that |
should stack it in the corner and
move on to that $199 home-
theater-in-a-blister-pack system
I've been dying to crack open.
Curiosity, however, makes me
open the pocketknife, slice the
packing tape, and hear a whoosh-
ing sound as my inflated speakers-
over-all belief gradual]y loses

the hot air I've puffcd into it.

www.hometheatermag.com

Yes, thanks to Primare’s
SPA21 sound-proccssing
integrated amplifier and
DVD26 DVD player, my
heart is now filled with
a lust for power sup-
plics, preamp circuitry,
and DSP algnrithm&
Higher-end electronics
(as well as cars, beer,
and cigars) elicit an array
of opinions and biases
(mental, not electronic).
Take the tubes-versus-
solid-state debate or, closer
to home, the stereo-
versus-multichannel fracas,
for example. Whether it's
due to Scandinavian stub-
bornness, too much fish in
their diet, or an outlook
unshackled by common
preconceptions, Primare
doesn’t defend any partic-
ular turf (aside from excel-
lent sound quality). Their attitude
is to ignore limiting mental bound-
aries and do their own pragmatic
thing. If an off-the-shelf part or
technology performs well, lI‘l(.‘}-’
use it. If they can’t find a solution
they deem acceptable—as with
DSP circuitry—they design their
own. [ suppose you could call them
d()gmatic in two other respects:
simplicity of operation and L']c.gancc‘
in exterior design. It's hard to find
fault with that combination of engi-
neering ])hi]{}st)phics, cspccia]}}'

\\r']"l(‘]"l thc rcslllts are so g()()(l.
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Connections:
Enclosure Type:

Power Rating (watts):
Crossover Bypass:
Available Finishes:

Q108 wxn

] Weight (pounds):

Price:

----- * SPEAKER

T\_.rpe. Two-way, on-wall
Tweeter (size in inches, type): 1, silk dome
Midrange (size in inches, type): | N/A

Woofer (size in inches, type): 6.5, paper cone (2)
Nominal Impedance (ohms): 6

Recommended Amp

Power (watts): 100

Available Finishes: Aluminum
Dimensions (Hx W x D, inches): | 23.5x9x3.6
Weight (pounds): 17.6

Price: $995/pair

=% L/R Sensitivity:
90 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

-3 Center Sensitivity:
- 90 dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

% Surround Sensitivity:
~ 90dB from 500 Hz to 2 kHz

;---Thls graph shows the guasi-anechoic (employing close-

~ miking of all woofers) frequency response of the Strata
2000 L/R (purple trace), REL Q108 subwoofer (blue

 trace), Strata 2000C center channel (green trace), and
Strata 1000 surround (red trace). All passive loudspeakers

Woofer (size in inches, type):
Dimensions (H x W x D, inches):

STRATA 2000

HT Labs Measures: Sequence Strata Speaker System

. were measured at a distance of 1 meter with a 2.83-volt

[_.[nf::rmn.llr|_\', sweat is never as
exciting as glitter. There’s no secret
sauce or proprietary patents that
would be fun to fawn over (at least
nnthing Primare would tell me
about)—only an eloquent execution
of solid, basic llt'ﬁigll phih)snph)',
such as the emphasis on }u'm"\'-dut_\'

power NUI]I]hl'.‘i, When you starve a

AT A GLANCE sauence sTRATASPEAKER SYSTEM ||| | | 1 [|[]
SUBWOOFER: REL Q108

Speaker- and line-level

Sealed

8, poly cone

100 These listings are

Yes based on the man-
3 ufacturer’s stated

Silver, Black specs; the HT Labs

11.57 X 9_96 X10.7 box below indi-

cates the gear's
16.28
$?49 test bench,

performance on our
STRATA 2000C | STRATA 1000

Two-way, center Two-way, monitor
1, silk dome 1, silk dome

N/A N/A

6.5, paper cone (2) 6.5, paper cone (1)
6 6

100 50
Aluminum Aluminum
9 X 23.5X%3.6 16 X9 X 3.6
11 11

$595 $795/pair

input and scaled for display purposes.

The Strata 2000's listening-window response (a
five-point average of axial and +/-15-degree horizon-
tal and vertical responses) measures +1.13/-3.66 deci-
bels from 200 hertz to 10 kilohertz. The —-3dB point is
at 129 Hz, and the —6dB point is at 105 Hz. Impedance
reaches a minimum of 4.73 ohms at 12.7 kHz and a
phase angle of -40.83 degrees at 5.0 kHz.

The Strata 2000C’s listening-window response mea-
sures +1.64/-3.52 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. An average
of axial and +/-15-degree horizontal responses mea-
sures +1.57/-4.85 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. The -3dB
pointis at 129 Hz, and the —6dB point is at 104 Hz. Imped-
ance reaches a minimum of 4.56 ohms at 13.6 kHz and
a phase angle of —42.21 degrees at 5.1 kHz.

The Strata 1000's listening-window response mea-
sures +1.62/-3.06 dB from 200 Hz to 10 kHz. The —3dB
point is at 141 Hz, and the —-6dB point is at 103 Hz. Imped-
ance reaches a minimum of 4.56 ohms at 13.1 kHz and
a phase angle of —35.87 degrees at 5.9 kHz.

The REL Q108's close-miked response, normal-

~ized to the level at 8o Hz, indicates that the lower —3dB

point is at 59 Hz and the —6dB point is at 50 Hz. The
upper —3dB point is at 110 Hz with the LFE-crossover
switch set to out.—MJP

IMARE DVD26 DVD PLAYER

On-wall or near-wall design
Great bass out of a small cabinet

M Simple wall-mount system

circuit or internal component of
electrical power, the result is anemic
performance L'HII\'L'id”_\' when the
signal or load is most demanding. To
avoid this, Primare {luhignﬁ and
builds their products around mondo
(that's a |1igh!}' technical term)
power stl})piivs, It doesn’t take a
roomful of North Korean nuclear
scientists to figure this out, but too
many companies .\'L‘imp on power-
ﬁLI])'!'}' size and ([th]“'\' because it
g-.-nvralb' adds expense and \u’ig]ll,
(Think shi[)ping costs.)

The siglm] path is another
important nh-sign arca. | had mis
takn'lll)' 1h:>ught that Primare’s
ntll'm'li\'d_\' offset front |m|u-].~'.
were PLII'(‘]}' for :|p|um'.mu-'_- sake.
It turns out that, in addition to
[n-'mg beautiful, the offset front
panel is aa'tua“'\' a separate section
that contains control t'il't‘llilt"\' a
dvn‘ign that Iu-lps eliminate inter-
ference within the unit itself.

Such attention to detail pays
off. In the case of the DVD26,
Primare’s “basic” DVD player, the
result is detailed and lerndid audio
and video. |‘|¢1)'iilg a part in this is
the use of separate \\'indings in the
power .~aL|p|1l}' s transformer for the
audio, video, tiigim], and mechani-
cal sections {'[)lu.\ t-.\'lr\-tm-l_\' high-
quality video and audio DACs).
Take a gorgeous DVD, like Apollo
13, and you'll be astonished at how
g::ut] .1n.1|ug video can look. In my

u|)illi::n, tht' only L'{lm[)].‘linl \'{:Ll‘”



Audio technical editor
Mark Peterson explains
the Sequence/Primare sys-
tem to staff friend Brenda
Fox in Home Theater's
testing facility.

ever have about the DVD26 is the
fact that it doesn’t play SACDs or
DVD-Audio discs. Primare is quick
to point out that their $4,000
top-of-the-line DVD30 universal
player, which shares many of the
DVD26’s fundamentals—including
the basic transport—is available for
those who want it all.

You don't see multichannel
integrated amplifiers with built-
in processors every day, but the
Primare SPA21’s remarkable perfor-
mance will have you so enthralled
with your music and movie collec-
tion that you won't have any time

left over to notice the absence

SEQUENCE STRATA SPEAKER SYSTEM

Subwaoofer is densely
constructed

Higher priced than
most on-wall/small-sat

Subwoofer allows for

of an FM tuner.,
Primare’s Hn‘dighl—
forward (|L-sign
npprnarh results
in an integrated
amp/processor
with a sonic char-
acter that 1 can
best describe as
having no real
character at all.
Of the

ways in \\'}]i('h lhl‘

many

SPA21 will garner

vour affection, the

overall balance and

sound is the most
Nignifi(‘ant. If you
love movies as well
as music, you'll applaud the fact that
Primare treats film sound not as the
bastard child of the audio world but
as an esteemed ('()Huaguv of two-
channel. Primare lavished time and
engineering resources on the DSP
section, developing their own pro-
|)|'i-.-1.1|"\' (‘il'(‘llill"\" It |)I'{)(1LIL'(‘.‘~' a
soundfield that I'd say is not so much
stunning as it is smn::th|_\' coherent.
This is important if your flick fan-
cies run the gamut from movies
such as Richard Il (1995), Star Wars:
Episode 1—The Phantom Menace,
and White Noise. These are
movies in which the soundtracks
are integral to the experience, but

|

Subwoofer blends

tran .‘i})d rency (}l‘

MARE DVD26 DVD PLAYER
AMPLIFIER

cach has entirely different intended
effects on the audience. The SPA21
handled all of these titles without
prejudice or favoritism.

The SPA21 doesn’t shortchange
video, either, due to a dusign that
km'ps the signnl pl‘islim‘ from input
to buffered output. There are com-
posite, S-video, and component
inputs with 125-megahertz-rated
bandwidth-switching capability for
two component HD inputs. The
beefed-up power supply provides

the video section with benefits sim-

ilar to those in the audio portion of

the SPA21, resulting in a stable,
clean signal that helps make any

monitor 10{11{ its I'.ll'.‘il.

|]l.‘l‘}'lil|‘l.'-i the main allure of

Primare’s gear is that high perfor-
mance, inluili\'vl_\' easy operation,
and beautiful aesthetics are so
('nnlplvlcly intertwined. Primare
doesn’t sacrifice one for another,
which makes the SPA21 a dream to
use, as well as to listen to. The sim-
plicity of dail}' operation, however,
does come at the cost of an ini-
tial setup that’s more involved than
that of most preamps or receivers.
It’s not complicated, but it does
require a bit of time and a small
amount oi'llmughL The reason is
that the SPA21 is so configurable,
with 15 user-selectable inputs. You
can assign cach one to a different

source, or you can assign them all to
] &

| OVERALL RATING

ik

On-wall mounting

Screen image courtesy of Buena Vista

simultaneous playback
systems, but you get much  and independent control
Midbass drivers use higher performance of high- and low-level
unique inverted magnet inputs
structure to minimize

perfectly with satellites

Center channel has
a foot for top-of-TV or
shelf mounting

Surprisingly good
bass from small on-wall
speakers

cabinet depth

ir; Strata 2000C Cente 2| Speake 595; Strate o Surround Speaker,
uk fer ¢ Sumi (510) : udio.net
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'L}'It' same source .m(l ‘\l)ll can })I‘n
gram cach input with its own par-
ticular DSP parameters. In the case
of the most simp]w of systems

the SPA21 with a .\'ingh‘ source,
the DVD26-—you can create up to
example, might be Dolby l)igilal
(]L'L‘f:tling ol a disc in the DVD26
connected via its S-video and optical
digital outputs. Input 2 could be

DTS decoding with the player con-

RIMARE DVD26 DVD PLAYER

15 virtual sources. Inpul 1, for

Inputs: Video: None, Audio: None
Outputs:

21-pin Scart, VGA progressive (1)

Audio: coaxial digital (1), optical digital (1), stereo
analog (1)

Additional: RS-232 (1), Datain (1), IR in (1)

Video: component video interlaced (1), component
progressive (1), S-video (1), composite video (1),

DVD, DVD-R, DVD+R, CD, CD-R/-RW, MP3, JPEG, VideoCD, SVCD

1080i/720p/480p/480i

Dolby Digital & DTS Downmixing to 2 channel, MP3
)8-megahertz

192-kilohertz

Built oding:
Video Converter: 12-bi
Audio D/A Converter: 24-
ss Management for Analog Audio Outs: None
Dimensions (H x W x D, inches): 4 X17 X 15
Weight (pounds): 23.5
Price: $1,695

PRIMARE DVD26 DVD PLAYER ] I
Value ures Performs

- No DVD-A or SACD
playback

 Modular card slot
designed for future
upgradeability

Enviable Scandinavian
attention to detail

Absolutely amazing
NTSC video output buttons

Super-quiet transport
mechanism

* But you get a massive
power supply

+ High-end analog

- Built-in scaler audio output

Scaler is exceptional

DVD26 DVD Player, $1,695 Sumil mikoaudio.net
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Ergonon

NTSC video better than you
thought possible

nected using the component video
and coaxial (|igila| outputs. You
could (‘oniigurv [nput 3 with your
favorite processing settings for
older, mono movies, while you
might configure Input 4 to handle
l)(l")}' Pro l,(lgi(‘ Il ll(‘l'n(]ing. The
short story is that, instead of has-
sling with surround-setting adjust-
ments, all you do is select the
appropriate input that’s preset for
the source material.

There are a few lhings I don't
like about the SPA21/DVD26
combo. The included (identical)
remotes are very basic, so you'll
want to gvt a g(md universal
remote. The SPA21 doesn’t upcon-
vert video signals it only trans-
codes S-video to composite
S0 you mighl have to run multi-
p|v video cables to, and switch
inputs on, your TV ilvpcnding
on your source components. The
CineVERSUM 60 front projector
I used aulnlnalit'dlh' scanned its
inputs for a siglml, s0 it was a moot
point for me. Beyond that, the

Primare gear was truly splendid.
£ )

OVERALL RATING

» Small front-panel

- Button labels are not
easy to read

If you think of a DVD §

~ a $200 add-on
should take




Darryl shows how
easy it is to install the
Strata speakers using
Sequence’s slide-on wall-
mounting brackets.

Simple, “European” aesthetics

~ Extremely simple to use after
initial setup

M Audiophile performance

It’s a Bird; It’s a Plane—
Aw, Crap, It’s an On-Wall
Speaker...

Oh, joy. Just when you thought
your wall couldn’t get any more
crowded with thin speakers
designed to snuggle up next to a
flat-panel TV, here’s another
Johnny-come-lately to the “looks
great, less thrilling” slim-speaker
party. It’s enough to make a
grown man’s ears cry—if they
could cry, anyway. And who the
heck is Sequence?

Sequence, as it turns out, is a
Johnny-come-early who'’s been
dcsigning and hui]ding on-wall
speakers for 15 years. They didn’t
start slapping speakers on walls
because of a psy-
chic
future pnpular-
ity, though. They
like designing
speakers specifi-
cally for use on
a wall because
it’s quite liber-
ating from
an engineering

point of view.

liberated British
speaker engi-
neers casting
aside their slide
rules and cal-

culators whilst
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running free in a field of daisies
5

brings a tear to my eye.) In other
words, if you know that a partic-
ular spuakm‘ is going to rest its

£0INE
weary back against one of your
i £ J

room’s primary boundaries (or

EDVD26 DVD PLAYER

larger, more powerful magnet
while k-.‘cping the spcakur cabinet
as small as possible,

For wall mounting, the Strata
2000 and Strata 1000 slide over a

sturdy, easy-to-mount L-shape d

very close to it, at least), you can bracket, while the horizontal Strata

specifically tailor your design to 2000C hangs on a tongue-and-

take advantage of it. groove-style bracket. Not a hole-
IT’'S AVISION THING

| was a bit miffed when the folks at Sumiko, the company that markets the
Primare and Sequence brands in this country, sent along a CineVERSUM 60
front projector (and cajoled Stewart Filmscreen into loaning me a 7o-inch-wide
StudioTek 130 screen) to use with the system. CineVERSUM, for those who
don’t know (which is probably just about all of you), is a line of front projectors
with Barco engineering under the hood. The impressive technological pedigree
wasn’t what bothered me. It was the 1,024-by-576, 16:9 DLP chip inside.

They're trying to impress me with enhanced definition? Do they think I'm an
idiot? Evidently, | am an idiot, because | was thoroughly impressed with the color
saturation and detail that the CV6o produced on the StudioTek 130 screen after
Dave Ellington from Sumiko carefully calibrated the projector. The projector is
certainly no blowtorch when it comes to light output; but, on the 7o-inch screen
in a moderately darkened room, the image was gorgeous. Sumiko says one of
the reasons for the spectacular color is the use of a lamp that’s as near 6500 K
before adjustments as any on the market.

And how about the 1,024-by-576 business? Well, with the projector’s excep-
tional lens system, availability of critical calibration adjustments, and internal
circuitry that works so well at scaling high definition to 576p, it's dang difficult
to convince yourself that you’re not watching HD. So call me stupid (lots of
other people do), but | say, with the CineVERSUM 60, the eyes have it.

sense of

(The thought of

CineVERSUM 60 powered by Barco, $7,995
* Check out our measurements of the CV6o at www.hometheatermag.com.

But how do you get the best
sound out of a speaker with an
extruded-aluminum cabinet that’s
amere 3.6 inches deep? As with all
three Sequence models—the Strata
2000 loudspeaker, the Strata 2000C
center channel, and the Strata
1000 surround
use 6.5-inch bass/midrange dri-

one solution is to

vers (a pair in the 2000 series and
one in the smaller 1000 model)
ulilizing an inverted magnet struc-
ture in which the magnets hang on
the front side of the cone rather
than the rear. With the magnets

out front, Suquvmrv can use a

www.hometheatermag.com

in-the-wall type of person?
Sequence also offers matching floor
stands designed for use as close to
the wall as possihlv. I used a pair of
Strata 2000s and a Strata 2000C on
my front wall, ])lus a pair of Strata
1000s on the rear wall. The Strata
2000’s bass response is surpl'ising]}'
good, considering its size, but you're
going to want a subwoofer, such as
the REL Q108, in order to get
the deepest impact with movies.
The Q108 is a great choice for use
with the Strata system because it’s
a nice match visually, being both

small and silver, More imporlantl\',



